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Nathan Gourley and I first played together in The Doon 

Céilí Band and O’Rourke’s Feast, two groups I founded in 

Minnesota over the past ten years. Because Nathan lived 

in the Twin Cities at that time, we were able to get 

together on a regular basis and work out details and 

intricacies of individual tunes, we liked and pair them 

together to our own satisfaction.  

 

Nathan and I finally decided we would record a CD of 

specific material we’d been playing, encompassing the 

revival of old tunes that we’ve reinterpreted and play 

tightly together on fiddle and box.  

 

Our CD, “Bright and Early” (with guitar accompaniment 

by our friend Dáithí Sproule) will officially be released on 

the New Folk Records label on March 10, 2015. 

 

Many of the tunes we selected were taken from the 

repertoire of players such as Tommy Potts, Ed Reavey, 

Johnny McGreevy, and some lesser-known but wonderful 

musicians like Tom Ginley of Belfast, and Francie 

Brereton of Tipperary, and these are just a few of the 

overall influences. I would not have been able to make 

this recording without the wonderful attention to detail 

by Nathan, not to mention his fine musicianship, and his 

ability to tune into the accordion. 

 

Now that Nathan is living mostly in Boston and Ireland, I thought the advent of our new CD would be a 

good opportunity to put together a tour to share all the great music we’ve gathered for the recording. 

Playing without accompaniment on this tour, we’re able to showcase our style of music, an unusually 

close combination of fiddle and accordion. 

 

Paddy O’Brien 

 

 

  



MUSICIAN BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Paddy O’Brien 
 

A product of County Offaly in the midlands of Ireland, Paddy 

O’Brien is regarded by serious players and collectors of Irish 

traditional music as one of the tradition’s most important 

repositories; in a musical career that spans nearly forty years, 

he has collected more than 3,000 compositions—jigs, reels, 

hornpipes, airs, and marches, including many rare and 

unusual tunes. His mastery of the two-row button accordion 

was also acknowledged through prestigious awards: he was 

named Oireachtas champion four times, and All-Ireland 

senior accordion champion in 1975. 

 

In Ireland, he played and recorded with the famed Castle Ceili 

Bandand Ceoltoiri Laighean. In 1978, Paddy began playing regularly in the United States, in 

Washington DC, Saint Louis, Saint Paul, San Francisco, Boston, New York, and many places 

between. He has been featured on six recordings with Shanachie Records since 1978, and in 

1988 released his first solo album, Stranger at the Gate, on the Green Linnet label (and recently 

re-released by Compass Records). His most recent recordings include The Sailor’s Cravat, with 

fiddler Tom Schaefer, bouzouki player Paul Wehling, and singer Erin Hart (who happens to be 

his wife); and a new solo CD, Mixing the Punch. Both of these recent recordings are available 

from New Folk Records/Cló Iar-Chonnacht. 

 

Paddy has taught at the prestigious Willie Clancy Summer School held in Milltown Malbay, 

County Clare, Goderich Celtic College, The Swannanoa Gathering, and the Catskills Irish Arts 

Week, and has served several times as a master artist in the Minnesota State Arts Board Folk 

Arts Apprenticeship Program. Since 1994, he has received a number of grants and fellowships 

to undertake an unprecedented project, recording and cataloging 1,000 tunes from his vast 

repertoire of traditional music; the result of that effort, The Paddy O’Brien Tune Collection: A 

Personal Treasury of Irish Traditional Music, has received accolades from players of Irish music 

around the world. 

 

In 2012, Paddy was selected as Ireland’s TG4 Gradam Ceoil Cumadóir, or Traditional Composer 

of the Year, among the highest honors in Irish traditional music. For more information on the 

award, please visit the Gradam Ceoil website. 

 

www.paddyobrien.net 

http://www.paddyobrien.net/


Nathan Gourley 
 

Nathan Gourley held his first fiddle at two years of age. With 

support from his musical family (in particular his father who is a 

fiddler), Nathan enrolled in Suzuki violin lessons when he was five 

years old. He went on to study classical violin with Gene Purdue, 

former first violin of the Thouvenel Quartet. In his younger years, 

Nathan made regular stage appearances as a guest in many of his 

father’s bands such as Stone Soup, Buffalo Trail and Rosewood 

Moct. 

 

It was during annual trips to numerous fiddle and folk music 

festivals where Nathan was exposed to all sorts of fiddlers such 

as Martin Hayes, Liz Carroll, Alasdair Fraser, Brendan Mulvihill, 

Dale Russ, and Laura Risk. In spite of his classical background and 

a stint as a member of the University of Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra, Irish traditional music 

has become Nathan’s passion.  

 

A native of Madison, Wisconsin, Nathan now divides his time between the Twin Cities, Boston, 

and Ireland, and a current member of The Two Tap Trio (with Brian Miller and Norah Rendell). 

He has played with Paddy in The Doon Ceili Band and O’Rourke’s Feast, and can be heard 

playing at concerts, céilís, sessions, and festivals in Boston and throughout the United States 

and Ireland. In 2014, Nathan released a new recording with Laura Fedderson, called Life is All 

Checkered, which has been receiving stellar reviews from around the world. 

 

www.nathanandlauramusic.com 

 

http://www.nathanandlauramusic.com/

