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Paddy O’Brien, Nathan Gourley  
“Bright and Early” Tour 

 
Paddy O’Brien and Nathan Gourley will celebrate the release of their new recording, 

“Bright and Early,” the latest from the New Folk Records label with a tour that 

includes dates in November 2015, including: 

  

11/12/15 BOSTON, MA — Gaelic Roots Series, Boston College 

11/13/15 NEW YORK, NY — Blarney Star Concert Series, Glucksman Ireland House 

11/14/15 PRINCETON, NJ — House Concert 

11/15/15 ALEXANDRIA, VA — Folklore Society of Greater Washington House Concert 

 

This long-awaited recording features the stellar accordion/fiddle duet of Paddy O’Brien and Nathan Gourley, with 

tuneful accompaniment by Dáithí Sproule. Irish Music Magazine once described Paddy O’Brien’s work: “At once a 

wakeup call and a reminder of the things that matter in Irish traditional music.” Nathan Gourley has earned high 

accolades as one of the Irish tradition’s finest young players, recognized for “honest to goodness traditional fiddling” 

and for finding “new avenues of musical expression.” And Dáithí Sproule’s sensitive guitar accompaniment on this 

recording is, as usual, without peer. 

 

“Bright and Early” features 16 tracks with Paddy O’Brien and Nathan 

Gourley playing what has become the O’Brien signature style, an amazing 

note-for-note unison between accordion and fiddle. The recording 

represents a labor of love, and more than four years of concentrated 

rehearsals.  

 

The track list includes a wide array of tunes, with some old traditional 

pieces, and a few more recent contributions from the finest composers and 

interpreters of Irish traditional music:  legendary  musicians such as Tommy 

Potts, Paddy Fahey, Ed Reavy, Michael Coleman, and John Doherty. Many 

of these tunes have been circling at the back of Paddy’s mind for many 

years, and he revives and reinterprets them here with wonderful support 

from Nathan and Dáithí. The CD also features one of Paddy’s own compositions, ‘The March of the Jacobites,’ one of the 

50+ compositions for which he was recognized as Irish Traditional Composer of the Year in 2012 at Ireland’s TG4 Gradam 

Ceoil Awards. 
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BRIGHT AND EARLY — PERFORMER BIOGRAPHIES 
 

Paddy O’Brien 
 

Button accordion icon Paddy O’Brien is a tradition-bearer in the truest sense: he 

has accumulated a hoard of rare versions of tunes and stories from more than six 

decades seeking out and spending time with older musicians throughout Ireland. A 

native of County Offaly in the Irish midlands, Paddy has played with many 

celebrated ensembles in Ireland and in the US, and has taught at many prestigious 

Irish music schools. He has played at hundreds of venues all over North America and 

across Europe, and been featured on dozens of recordings. In 1988 he released his 

first solo album, Stranger at the Gate, on the Green Linnet label. A second solo 

effort, Mixing the Punch, was released by New Folk Records in 2011. In 1995,  

Paddy embarked on a project to record and document melodies from his vast and 

remarkable repertoire. To date, he has set down 1,500 tunes in three volumes of  

The Paddy O’Brien Tune Collection: A Personal Treasury of Irish Traditional Music , 

which continues to receive broad accolades from players of Irish music around the 

world.  

 

 

Nathan Gourley 
 

A native of Madison, Wisconsin, fiddler and guitarist Nathan Gourley started 

playing music at age five. Nathan is a former member of The Doon Ceili Band, the 

Two Tap Trio, and the Máirtín de Cógáin Project. While living in Minnesota he had 

the opportunity to collaborate with such renowned players as Paddy O’Brien of 

Chulrua, Dáithí Sproule of Altan, Brian Miller of Bua, and Norah Rendell of The 

Outside Track. Nathan was a finalist in the Seán Ó Riada fiddle competition in 2014 

and winner of Boston’s Fiddler of Dooney competition in 2013. He can be heard 

playing at concerts, ceilis, sessions, and festivals in Boston and throughout the 

United States and Ireland.   

 


